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MESSAGE  FROM

MEL I SSA

PH I L L I PS

Hello everyone, 

We arrive back here at Prince’s Park today in

great form. We’re so pleased with how we’ve

started the year. Our 2021 run extends our

unbeaten record to six games, with three

straight wins coming into this game. The

players continue to show a high level of

energy and commitment on the pitch and

we’re making a real stamp on the league.

We’re showcasing who we are and what our

identity is, but I truly believe we’re only just

scratching the surface of what our potential

is. 

We’ve celebrated two great road wins versus

Charlton and Lewes recently, those are really

important results for us as we prove that we

can take that winning form out into our away

matches. We truly had to dig deep and show

character to protect the lead in the Charlton

game, whilst fighting until the end versus

Lewes.  

The details on the pitch are being fine-tuned

with every match as we take lessons from

every game and look to how we can build on

them in the next game. We’ll continue to play

with heart and tenacity on the defensive side

of things but we’re also beginning to now

develop an attacking edge.

As a group, we’re clearly excited by our recent

form but we know it’s as a result of the hard

work we’ve been putting in together over the

past months. We’ll look to take this form into

today’s game versus a side competing at the

top of the league. Durham will be going into

this game with just as much momentum and

belief as we will.

At the start of the season, we fell to a

narrow 1-0 loss away to Durham, but

we all know that we are now miles

ahead of the team we were when we

lost that game. Like every game, the

girls are really up for this one and we

have prepared accordingly. The focus

is on the performance and going out

there to get three points. 

It's my first chance to welcome Nina

Wilson to London City Lionesses, who

we signed at the end of the January

transfer window. Our approach to

recruitment is to always find the right

fit, on and off the pitch. When we bring

someone in, they have to match our

ambitions and complement the existing

squad. Our focus is on developing the

players holistically but the opportunity

to bring Nina in was one we had to

take up.

I was also delighted to see Juliette

Kemppi play for her country Finland

this week. It’s always a proud moment

when our players get to go away and

play on the international stage and

excited to see Juliette get herself on

the scoresheet as it’s a testament of

her consistent hard work. 

Thank you again for all your support. 

Melissa Phillips
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